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At 10.34 a.m. a portion of a signal from the Monarch to the
Ambuscade, to the effect that enemy vessels were off Scarborough,
was faintly heard on the Lurcher's wireless. It was obvious to
me that the submarines as disposed, could not hope to intercept
the enemy on their return to the Bight; and being out of wireless
sending range, without any information as to the movements of
our ships, or those of the enemy, I sent the Firedrake at full
speed towards Yarmouth to get into wireless touch with the
Adamant^ submarine tender, which was in telephonic com-
munication with the Admiralty, and directed hel to inform the
Chief of Staff that I was collecting the submarines and waiting
for information and instructions.

Until about n a.m. the Grand Fleet Squadrons had had a
calm sea and good visibility, then a breeze sprang up accompanied
by rain, and before long it was blowing hard from the westward,
with driving rain squalls, which reduced the visibility to under
2,000 yards at times, and it never again exceeded 3,000 to 4,000
yards. Farther south, the weather became even worse, and
Tyrwhitt sent his destroyers back to Yarmouth for shelter,
proceeding at reduced speed with his cruisers alone.

At 11.30 the two most southerly of Goodenough's four
cruisers, which were spread five miles ahead of Beatty, sighted
and engaged at 3,000 yards three German cruisers and some
destroyers. We know now that the former were the Stralsund,
Strasburg and Grudenau, which were in company, and acting as
a look-out ahead of the German Battle Cruiser Squadron,
consisting of the Derfflinger> Moltke, Von der Tann, Seydlit^ and
Blucher, under Admiral Hipper.

Unfortunately, owing to a misinterpreted order, our cruisers
broke off the action, and resumed their places in the screen,
thus contact was lost. Meanwhile the German cruisers stood
away to the southward, as did Hipper, whom they had warned
that strong forces were probably ahead of him.

Half an hour later, Warrender's flagship, the King George Vy
sighted the same cruisers and destroyers on the starboard bow
steering to the eastward at high speed. On sighting our battle-
ships, they altered course at once to the northward ; Warrender
followed, ajad ordered Pakenham to chase, but they soon dis-
appeared in a rain squall, and contact was again lost. They
had in fact escaped between Warrender and Beatty, and at the